CHAPTER V
THE FIRST MINISTRY

'Tins new-made Secretary of State is a prelate so re-
nowned for the blamelessness of his life, for his pre-eminence
in learning, and for the excellence of his mind, that all who
are acquainted with his merit will readily affirm that God
has destined him to render great and signal services to
their Majesties in the storms of their State/
In those terms the Mercure Frangais hailed the Bishop of
Luzon's advent to the council. Officially he did not sit
therein as prime minister, but only as secretary of state
for war; but it was generally understood that the pre-
eminent place was his in fact. The other secretaries were,
so to speak, pushed into the shadows of indifference by his
presence and glamour. They were the instruments of power,
whereas Richelieu, without having as yet held power, had
such prestige of genius and (let it be said) such a masterful
power of advertisement, that he stood out as the repository,
the personification and the symbol of power.
At this turning in his life, in the intoxication of an
appointment which set him at the age of thirty-one in the
very heart of government, the young prelate had the
feeling that he had fulfilled his destiny; for hitherto the
general interests of the monarchy, when he invoked them,
were only to him a means of affirming his pre-eminence,
and of making it generally recognised that he alone was
capable of assuring these interests. Never had a man
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